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Beadwork and confection of regalia

Year of foundation

2019

FGL artisanat is an Indigenous sole proprietorship business based in Wendake and owned by
Frédérique Gros-Louis. This 24 year old entrepreneur of Huron-wendat ancestry provides
comprehensive services of tailor-made traditional garments and beadworks for First Nations people
who participate in pow-wows and traditional ceremonies.
Frédérique Gros-Louis always lived in her home community. She’s been performing in Wendake’s
pow-wows and in other communities’ since 2014. It is in this context that she made her first regalia
and that quite naturally, her business project was born. Effectively, dancers often rely on their
immediate family for the conception of their regalia, but the quality and the beauty of their products
are not always on board. In addition, in 2019, there was no artisan offering comprehensive services
for making regalia in Quebec.
“From year to year, I have seen an increase in the number of dancers. Habitually, the dancers make
their own regalia or they ask a member of their family to do it for them. There is a shortage of
artisans for the confection of dancers’ garments, and it was for that reason that I started to make my
own regalia. One thing leading to another, the other dancers started to ask me about the provenance
of my regalia and this is when I received a few orders to make regalia and beadworks, without even
being advertised as an artisan.”

This project responds to the wish of First Nations people to contribute to the economic and cultural
development of their communities, through continuing and transmitting traditions.
From regalia to traditional skirts, including jewellery and hair
accessories, Frédérique is hoping that her business will become a
benchmark in the area of traditional clothes in Quebec.

“I am very proud to be able to create Indigenous traditional
products, for Indigenous people, and made by an Indigenous
person.”
Well organized, creative and dynamic, Frédérique is first of all an
Early Childhood Educator. Her expertise allowed her to develop
active listening and an understanding of the needs. She followed
sewing courses to offer sustainable products of professional quality
before launching her business. In addition to having excellent
interpersonal skills, she never hesitated to promote her business
during the events she attended and through social media.
In 2019, the business was operating primarily locally and it was
proposing beadworks, regalia for the Jingle Dress Dance and “Fancy
shawl” as well as traditional skirts for women, teenagers and children. The latter constitute a clientele
offering great potential, because more and more parents wish to share and transmit their culture to
their children.
The products of FGL artisanat are entirely custom-designed, tailored to
the clients’ desires and needs. They are made in Wendake, with quality
products that Frédérique previously tested and accepted with a view to
ensuring long-term sustainability.

“Ever since I was young, I have been a very creative person; my designs
are unique and original …
I am already recognized in several communities for having regalia that
stand out from the others”
In the long term, Frédérique is looking forward to receiving orders to
create regalia for men and to expanding her clientele base with other
Indigenous communities in Quebec, Canada and even in the United States.
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